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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 13, 2017

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, | was ab-
sent during Roll Call votes No. 300, and No.
301 due to my spouse’s health situation in
California. Had | been present, | would have
voted Yea on H.R. 2292—To extend a project
of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
involving the Cannonsville Dam. | would have
also voted Yea on H.R. 2457—J. Bennett
Johnston Waterway Hydropower Extension
Act of 2017.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES
DONALD GRAY III

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 13, 2017

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a long-time member of my team
here in my Washington, D.C. office. Today
marks Jim Gray’s last day with our office, after
years of service that began when he was just
an intern in my first term. Jim returned to my
office as a staff assistant even before he had
graduated from the University of Maryland,
and balanced the demands of life on Capitol
Hill against the completion of his academic
course of study. Jim has always brought to my
team a commitment to service and a relent-
less desire to get the job done.

Jim rose through the ranks to become one
of my most trusted policy advisors, handling a
broad policy portfolio including trade, defense
and foreign affairs. He’ll soon be departing
Washington for sunny South Carolina, and |
wish him the best. | know his parents, James
Donald Gray Jr. and Teresa, and his sister
Lindsay, are proud of him.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF ANDREA
LUNA CERVANTES’ RECEIPT OF
THE 2017 HAMILTON SCHOLARS
AWARD

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 13, 2017

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize Ms. Andrea Luna Cervantes of
Yuma, Arizona. Andrea is an accomplished
and dedicated student who has devoted tre-
mendous amounts of time and energy to her
studies and to improving her community. | am
excited to announce that Andrea is one of 35
national recipients of the 2017 Hamilton Schol-
ars Award for outstanding academic accom-
plishments and community service. Her work

ethic, academic aptitude and ability to connect
with people of all ages renders her receipt of
this award no surprise.

Currently, Andrea is a rising senior at Yuma
High School, where she is well on her way to
becoming a productive service leader. In
reaching this point, she has overcome many
hardships through determination and a sup-
portive community. | fully expect she will con-
tinue to grow into a productive and engaged
citizen—exactly the kind of leader our society
is in need of.

Those who know Andrea recognize that she
has the natural ability to reach out and con-
nect with people of all backgrounds. Included
amongst her work in the community is her
service as the Vice President of Junior State
of America (JSA)—an American non-partisan
youth organization that helps high school stu-
dents acquire leadership skills and the reg-
uisite skills to be effective debaters and civic
participants. She also serves as the President
of her chapter of the National Honor Society—
an academic membership-based organization
that fosters a commitment to academic excel-
lence. Andrea has competed at high levels of
debate moderation and math competitions,
and was a participant in the selective Yuma
Youth Leadership program.

Andrea is an ambitious, high-achieving
young woman. She embodies the characteris-
tics which, when cultivated, give rise to the
best of our society’s leaders. It is an honor of
mine to recognize this Hamilton Scholar, and
| expect only the best from Andrea’s future en-
deavors.

———

U.S. WWII MIA RECOVERY
OPERATIONS IN INDIA

HON. GEORGE HOLDING

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 13, 2017

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
call attention to the ongoing and long-standing
efforts to recover the remains of American
service members who served during World
War Il in northeast India.

These service members remain missing in
action to this day and they deserve a proper
burial.

During World War I, the United States flew
hundreds of supply missions on a route that
included flight paths directly over the
Himalayas through enemy territory from India
to China.

Given these treacherous routes and haz-
ardous flying conditions, the United States
took heavy causalities.

To this day Mr. Speaker, U.S. airmen re-
main unrecovered and unburied.

Efforts to locate and document these crash
sites have been intermittently undertaken by
both private citizens and the U.S. Department
of Defense.

Over the years, in addition to these docu-
mentation efforts, the Governments of the

United States and India have worked together
to recover our service members.

However Mr. Speaker, the tempo of recov-
ery operations could be categorized as slow at
best for a variety of reasons, leaving the fami-
lies of the deceased without closure.

Part of the problem involves the challenging
conditions in which these crash sites are lo-
cated—some have been located on the Hima-
layan mountainsides at altitudes approaching
10,000 feet.

Unfortunately Mr. Speaker, the single larg-
est impediment to these recovery operations
came when the Government of India placed a
de facto moratorium on operations in
Arunachal Pradesh for the vast majority of
2010 until 2015.

It should be noted during this time, that
Leon Panetta, who at the time was Secretary
of Defense, visited India and was able to se-
cure permission for the Joint POW/MIA Ac-
counting Command to recover remains and
bring them back to the United States. The
spirit of this agreement lives on today.

In early 2016, then-Secretary of Defense
Ash Carter participated in a repatriation cere-
mony in New Delhi which highlighted a recov-
ery operation undertaken by the Joint POW/
MIA Account Command at the end of 2015.

Mr. Speaker, the United States and India
today enjoy ever-increasing defense and secu-
rity ties that underscore our strategic partner-
ship.

As co-chair of the Congressional Caucus on
India and Indian Americans, | urge the Gov-
ernments of the United States and India to in-
crease their collaboration and accelerate the
recovery of these remains. The families of
those lost during World War Il deserve clo-
sure. We need to bring our airmen home.

RECOGNIZING RICHARD J. SLOMA

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 13, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Colonel Richard J. Sloma, a Syra-
cuse native and second-generation Polish-
American, who has dedicated much of his
adult life to serving this great country and our
community. Colonel Sloma enlisted in the U.S.
Army Reserve upon graduating high school
and later went on to obtain his bachelor's de-
gree from SUNY Oswego and his master's de-
gree from the University at Albany. Colonel
Sloma is currently a member of the Polish Le-
gion of American Veterans—Post 14, the Syr-
acuse Polish Home, the Polish American His-
torical Association, and serves as an Archivist
for the New York State Archives in Albany.

This year, Colonel Sloma will be honored at
the 2017 Syracuse Polish Festival as the
“2017 Pole of the Year.” He will be recog-
nized for his dedicated service to our country.

Colonel Sloma served on U.S. Army active
duty assignments in New York State, North
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